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NEWSLETTER JULY 2010
To all members
What we have spent your membership money on and what else we plan to do with it!

BBQ

This year’s big event will be the summer BBQ.

Rather than a fly-in of previous years, the committee felt we should plan a more – members - orientated event that will be split into two parts

· Local navigation rally during the day to conclude with flour bombing. Yes you read correctly, flour bombing. 
Now this could be your one and only chance to be able to take aim and legally drop something out of your plane onto something else! I know it’s a shame but no, Al will not be the target!
· BBQ in the afternoon/evening with music from a band – yet to be confirmed - and music into the early hours.

This will be where you can socially mingle with like minded aeronauts and where you will have the opportunity to find out who owns that plane that you always have to move out of the way so you can get yours out! It may even mean that 3-axisers will talk to Flex-wingers!
This is an event open to friends and family so if you don’t want to talk to the person who owns that plane, having your friends and family around you might encourage at least some conversation.

The idea is that this event will be free for members and children under 12. On production of your membership card/small child, or £5.00 if you are not a member, you will be given two food and two drinks tokens.

Further tokens will be available to purchase for £1.00 and can be exchanged for a food or drink unit.
Hopefully we will still be enjoying the wonderful weather we have had, but if not we have a great selection of marquee’s to keep us dry and not dampen our spirits. Camping of course will be thoroughly encouraged.

Now so we don’t waste your money and have enough food and drink available for all, an idea of numbers would be greatly appreciated. 
Contact Nick at stpauls.dentalpractice@virgin.net 

Also our deputy chairperson, Tom Brearley, who will be organising the navigation rally and separately flour bombing, also needs to know numbers of interested parties fairly early. 

The flour bombing needs a special licence from the CAA which the club will pay for if we have enough planes to make it worth our while. There are however some restrictions the CAA have made with respect to experience:

At least 45 hours P1, 25 hours on class (ie flex or 3 axis) and 5 hours on type 

Contact Tom at tom_brearley@yahoo.co.uk with plane registration and full name of pilot-in-command
Fly outs

The club has a very active core of pilots and machines that have ventured to distant lands and would like to extend an open invite to others who might like to travel. 
If you would like to organize a trip or just let others know where you are off to so that they can perhaps join you, then why not use our internet forum to keep in touch www.devonandsomersetmc.co.uk/forum.htm 

The club has even purchased some safety equipment to help reduce costs and encourage flying further afield for use by all. Why not visit www.devonandsomersetmc.co.uk/club-kit.htm to check it out and see how to go about borrowing it.
Recent forays have been

· French Trip -6 planes and 7 pilots two of which I think were the highest ABBA fan club- I do believe the best way to cross the channel
· The Orkneys – Two C42’s and four pilots including “the ladies”!
· Popham

· Spamfield – six planes
· Fly UK

· 18th April Micro-event – Chilbolton/Badminton - five planes

     Bembridge – five planes

Some of these have been written up on the club website and hopefully the others will be soon, so visit www.devonandsomersetmc.co.uk/events.htm to see how it is (and isn’t) done!
Future events
Weston-Zoyland Scrumpy ‘N’ Cheese 24th 25th July

Lundy Fly-in 8th August
Quick French Trip. 28th -29th August 2010.

Andy is proposing a trip for two days over the August Bank Holiday weekend 2010. This is more ambitious than the Novice Tour. In outline,

· Depart Dunkeswell 10am at 28 August, direct to Cherbourg via Portland. This is a 90mile crossing.

· We can co-ordinate with a second party crossing the 64mile Sandown IOW - Chebourg.

· Night at the Viking Volant micro strip in Portbail. This is under 250m, but right by the sea and with the village and restaurants in easy distance. 

· Aircraft needing a larger field will go to Lessay, about 10 miles away. Dinner at Le Cabestan on the beach in Portbail.

· Day 2. Fly the 60 miles to Mont St Michel and land at Avranches. Return via Cherbourg.

· Depending on interest/weather we could stay at overnight at Avranches and come back via the D-Day beaches on the Monday 30th.

Please register your initial interest with Andy Oliver (andy@thejourneymanballadeer.com). Note that he is out of contact 14th July -6th August. 

Wales Fly Out. Sun 26 Sept 2010
The final event of the season. The outline is to depart at 1000am, cross the Bristol Channel west of Cardiff (16miles) and go to the west coast, landing on the Rose Market golf course north of Pembroke. No fuel here. Then up the coast, including beating up some of the estuaries, round Snowden and into Caernarfon, just by Anglesey. Then back over the Brecon Beacons. We will need to plan a fuel stop (such as Shobden, Nr Hereford) for the classic aircraft.  

Please register your initial interest with Andy Oliver (andy@thejourneymanballadeer.com). Note that he is out of contact 14th July -6th August. 

French Novice Tour May 2011

Following the success of the 2010 tour (despite having to recover two flexwings by trailer) Andy Oliver is proposing to organize a second tour over the May Bank Holiday weekend 2011.
Developing the Student Membership Scheme

At the AGM in March 2010 the club decided to sponsor free membership for student pilots while undergoing training at Somerset Microlights. This scheme is to run for 12 months and be reviewed at the 2011 AGM.

The Committee proposes to offer a mentoring aspect. The concept is to assign each student to a named member, who would provide a closer link with the club and also act to open up the potential of post GFT micro-lighting and club participation. One helpful way would be for the mentor to take the student as a passenger to a Fly-In or two, or a club micro outing. The shape of the program will evolve, as driven by the mentors individually or collectively.

Any member seeking to act as a mentor, and any student member seeking such support, should contact Andy Oliver. (andy@thejourneymanballadeer.com). Note that he is out of contact 14th July -6th August. 
Evening Talks

These in the past have been a fantastic opportunity to pick up on tips and we would like to continue the run of excellent evening lectures organised over the previous years

Wed 20 Oct 19:30hrs The Ley Arms, Kenn Exeter 
Guest Speaker: Brian Milton

Brian Milton flew a Pegasus Quantum round the world in 1998, and a Shadow to Australia. In the latter he had to ditch into the Arabian Gulf. He is highly decorated by the aviation community, a prolific author and has another long trip set up for 2011. This is a rare opportunity to hear of high adventure in Microlights. He has a good presentation with pictures and videos. He will be signing books. (www.brianmilton.com)
We have moved the event closer to Exeter, to encourage members to the west, and to help draw an audience (and recover some of the cost) by opening it to the Devon LAA, other flying clubs and the general public. Food and liquid refreshment can be had at the venue, The Ley Arms, Kenn. (www.theleyarms.co.uk)
Andy Oliver is running the event, and will promote it externally. It is free for members, and DSMC members are requested to work individually to encourage guests. Tickets for non members/guests will be £5. 

To help planning, please advise Andy if you will attend and indicate how many guests you might be able to encourage.  (andy@thejourneymanballadeer.com). Note that he is out of contact 14th July -6th August.

Winter 2010/2011
David Young from Kemble
Flying in the Himalayas -Details to follow Tom Brearley to organize

Someone else from somewhere else to include possible airlifting?
Details to follow Ray Bowden to organize
If anyone has any ideas of people they would like us to try and contact for future dates please don’t hesitate to let us know

Other events

Open invite to the LAA BBQ at Dunkeswell on Friday 13th August before the LAA Rally on 14/15 August. There are going to be a significant number of aircraft expected to be flying weather permitting

Christmas Party
Yes I know we are still only in July but there is no harm in striking while the iron is hot. Following on from last year’s great success we will be planning a return to The Hare and Hounds on Saturday 4th December 2010.
Last year there were about 19 who came along, this year we want more of you if only to stop the shrieking from the local hairdressing group who we shared the room with! Checkout the photos on 

www.devonandsomersetmc.co.uk/gallery9.htm 
Once again an idea of numbers would be greatly appreciated so I can let the pub know by the beginning of November. stpauls.dentalpractice@virgin.net
Remember this is your club, and we would like you all to take full advantage of what it can offer you. After all if you don’t come along then effectively your membership is paying for someone else when it could be paying for you!

Regards 
Nick Tomes 
Treasurer and Social Secretary
stpauls.dentalpractice@virgin.net
