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Don’t know what happened to the summer, but there is definitely less hours in the log books this year!  Ah well that’s history, because The Devon & Somerset Microlight Club has got plans! Follow the Red Barron. I did, and I think I got away with it. If you don’t know who he is, look out for an overworked flexwing leaving the circuit when most are flying round it. 

Welcome to the D&SMC Newsletter hope you enjoy it. Hope you will join us for some great flying and great activities; hope the stuff below is what you want to see happening in your club. Share your views, share your flying stories on the Yahoo space which is available at the Club  site http://www.devonandsomersetmc.co.uk/  The site also contains details about the committee, contacts, events and useful links
Bleriot Mass Microlight Channel Crossing 25/07/09
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The first person to fly the English Channel in an aeroplane was a Frenchman called Louis Bleriot. The flight took place on 25 July 1909 and won Bleriot a prize of £1,000 from the Daily Mail. An earlier attempt five days earlier, by Englishman Hubert Latham, had ended when he had ditched in the sea. 
Bleriot, a motorcar headlamp manufacturer, had injured his foot and walked to his plane with the aid of crutches. He took off at 4.37am and, guided by smoke from a French destroyer, he spotted St Margaret’s Bay. Turning towards Dover he was caught by the wind and made a crash landing in Northfall Meadow, behind the Castle, breaking the undercarriage and propeller. 
The whole journey had taken 20 minutes. 

A memorial in the form of a stone silhouette of Bleriot’s plane is set into the ground at the place where he landed. 

On Saturday July 25th 2009 the plan is for a mass Microlight crossing over the channel from England to France to mark the Louis Bleriot 100th Anniversary. 
There are a few of us in the club who are hoping to join in this crossing and it is an open invitation to all microlighters. Right now there is nothing to do but wait except to let us know you are interested if you wish to be part of the team from Devon & Somerset Microlight Club. We offer no advantage except to give you and the organisers one point of contact for all your queries leading up to the event. Its still 10 months away and more info will be passed on as we get it but it would be appreciated if you could let us know if you are interested at:-andy@andlard.co.uk  

Mobil :  07866 682054
Winter Club Activities
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Winter is a great time to fly but evenings are dark, so the club is organising five aviation evenings at the Dunkeswell Air Centre (Beer and food on tap) for club members to attend. Get these dates in your diary!  To keep abreast of details check out the web site nearer the time in case, dates alter http://www.devonandsomersetmc.co.uk/  
CAA Safety Evening 18/11/08. Dunkeswell Air Centre 19:30Hrs
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Get your log book stamped by the CAA for attending. (Good evidence to have, in the event of an incident to prove you take safe flying seriously!) These evenings are good fun and good learning. Compulsory attendance for anyone who did not read a NOTAM the last time they flew.
RT Evening 21/01/09. 
Dunkeswell Air Centre 19:30Hrs
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How professional are we on the radio?  Do you press the PTT button and speak in tongues? Do you sound like a 1970’s CB radio dude. “That’s a big ten four good buddy. Trust me we all need to be at this one!
Weather Evening 25/02/09. Dunkeswell Air Centre 19:30Hrs
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The climate has changed and is changing!  Metar’s TAF’s Heck this is writing in tongues! Wonder how many extra hours we could have got in if we were more confident at reading the data, and observing local weather with mark one eyeball? Hmmm
Navigation Evening 25/03/09. Dunkeswell Air Centre 19:30Hrs
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Switch off your GPS man. This is a charts only evening. You’re talking to someone who got hopelessly lost 5 miles from home so I’ll be there. 
Euro Travel Evening 15/04/09. Dunkeswell Air Centre 19:30Hrs
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How to leave blighty without getting shot down, arrested or drowned. 
Good timing considering the Bleriot crossing you just agreed to do!
Weather Station.
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Yes that right the club will soon have it’s own weather station. A camera pointing at the wind sock, wind speed, barometric pressure all visible on line, thanks to a bequest to the club by:- 
Kay Tait – Bill Taits Widow. 
Mike Hawkins and Andy Baron are leading on procurement and set up of the Technology. Big thanks to Jim Greenshields who has agreed we can site equipment in the Somerset Microlights School Premises. We are very much hoping this facility will come on line before the year is out. 
New Acting Vice Chairman
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The club has a new Acting Vice Chairman (Tom Brearly) Tom was asked to join the committee to  bring the benefit of his legal skills and pragmatic approach to the committee in the best interest of the clubs membership. Say hi to Tom if you see him about but make sure you have a piece of rag with you. We understand his Trusty Thruster has developed an oil leak. I guess flying just wouldn’t be flying without the dreaded “mechanicals”. 
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D&SMC Web Space
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This is an excellent resource for the club, built by Phil Parmitter but Phil has other commitments to consider and we needed to find someone else who would be willing to maintain the site. Very pleased to report that Tom (It’s that man again) has also volunteered to manage the web site. Many of you will know Phil Parmitter, so buy him a beer as he has silently developed and maintained the club site on your behalf. Many Thanks Phil!
Our August 2008 Fly In
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If you were not there, then you missed it. 23 aircraft from unknown wastelands outside the circuit flew in and enjoyed the hospitality of the Devon & Somerset Flying Club. Food was free to members and those flying in…man could they put it away!  The Met Office came through for us with a sunny day and balmy breezes….an oasis in this year’s permanent cloud cover! Big attraction for the evening was music. “Ladies and Gentlemen lets give it up for…Chard Remains”…(Band from Chard). What an atmospheric evening! The fog come down - well it was a cloud really; Dunkeswell is 850ft up and has an impossible love affair with the upper atmosphere. The band sent us on a roller coaster ride of, Folk, The Mighty Floyd (Yes Really), the Scissors, Irish music and countless others - If 
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Whispering Bob Harris had been there, he would have said, in his own whispery way… “An eclectic mix”. High point for me, came at about 23.11hrs.  The beer forced me to leave for a zizz round the back of the PFA hanger (Still PFA as far as I’m concerned). The fog was dense, the night was black, the relief was euphoric - I’d left it far too long - then standing there, still hanging onto himself, my ears were kissed by the distant strains of a violins lament, echoing in night airs, caressed in that special surreal sound, only dense fog can create; sent me to another world man. I was transported……… See what you missed! Next day Rain!  The show was over, everyone had a great time. Those camping woke to wetness, a terrific Bacon Breakfast and discussions of how to get home. CFI Jim, the training schools expert weather eyeball reckoned on the front passing and homeward journeys were safely made. We hope to do the same or similar next year, so if your machine can climb higher than 850ft, come and put her down at Dunkeswell, Devon & Somerset Microlight Club’s annual bash. It will only cost you the landing fee……. and your soul.
Channel Virgin?
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It was always the same. For a few days before leaving for a motorcycle pass-storming blat in The Alps with friends, I had a recurring nightmare of catching gravel on a corner with the bike sliding into the armco and me being thrown over the top and … fortunately waking up before I got to the bottom of the drop. Once I was on the bike and behaving … ahem … sensibly, I never even thought about the dream.

I found it the same before my first Channel crossing from Dover Mast to Cap Gris Nez in a Quik. The reality is much easier than the dreams. Beyond being a bit more attentive to my engine and airframe 
checks and wearing a flotation jacket, there wasn’t a lot more to do. The reassuring things for me were:

By the time I arrived at the coast from Headcorn, my temperatures and pressures had settled down and never mind how many times I looked at them as the channel got nearer, they didn’t budge. 

Visibility allowed me to climb to 4,500ft (max allowed 6500ft) and I was clearly able to see the French coast before leaving the green fields of Jollie Olde Englande. I found that very reassuring as France looks quite close from that height!

All thermals disappeared. Little or no thermals over water. Just lovely still air and I was surprisingly unruffled – probably because the French coast was easy to see.

I was reassured by the thought that from 4500ft my glide, if I should have engine failure, was considerable and so there was only a period of about ten minutes when I might have had to ditch in the sea. Otherwise I was going to make land. And even the ditch would be near the coast or lots of time to find a suitable boat to land alongside.

I remained in radio contact with Headcorn until almost over Cap Gris Nez (the nearest land point from Dover) and then turned right and followed the coast to Le Touquet. It was reassuring to hear radio traffic from others doing the same thing.

Here’s the rub. If Bleriot could do it in 1909 without a Rotax …   
Mike G-CCNP

[image: image19.jpg]\ CE




Visit to Exeter ATC
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Exeter International is getting busier and busier; doesn’t take much imagination to foresee a large cloud of Class D taking up residence in our backyard in the not too distant future. The plans are already out there waiting for consultations and approvals. Today essential practice is to call Exeter every time we’re operating to the south of Dunkeswell; to the east as far out as Axminster (Exeter set up ILS approaches at around 2000ft over here); and west of Exeter.  Them Dash 8 city hoppers pop up everywhere, not to mention Sea King helicopters, the Hunter Jet Club, and all sorts. There’s a story to tell about Concorde, Exeter and Devon & Somerset Microlight Club but we’ll save that pearl for later. Point is we need to get on well with Exeter ATC and have a good understanding of how they operate. So……. Tom Brearley is negotiating a visit for the club to Exeter Air Traffic Control. Provisional Date is Saturday 8th November but this is not agreed yet. Don’t know how many people they could entertain but if you are interested drop an e-mail to bernard.bader@bt.com or leave a message on 01823 256046. First come first served if places are restricted.
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“Leaving the Circuit. Will call rejoin”
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As Bugs Bunny once said, “That’s All Folks….” Well for now anyway but before you light the fire with this, or make a paper aeroplane, how about writing up your last mission, or something about your machine, or anything you know that could be of use to anyone in the club or just about anything to do with flying. Send it to bernard.bader@btinternet.com and when we have enough material we will publish it in the next Newsletter.
Safe Flying. See you soon………..

Summary of Winter Activities
All at Dunkeswell Air Centre
 Start 19:30Hrs

CAA Safety Evening

18/11/08 
Visit Exeter ATC
Saturday 08/11/08 (Provisional)
Radio Trasmission Evening

21/01/09

Weather Evening
25/02/09
Navigation Evening
25/03/09.

Euro Travel Evening
15/04/09.
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