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DEVON & SOMERSET MICROLIGHT CLUB 

RULES

1 Title

The title of the club shall be The Devon and Somerset Microlight Club (hereinafter called “the Club”)

2 Objects 

“The Objects” of the Club are: 

a. The association in a club of anyone connected with flying microlight aircraft

b. To organise social and educational events for Members and non-Members 

c. To facilitate communication between Members 

d. To encourage and promote an interest in microlight aviation

e. To encourage the safe flying of microlight aircraft in all its aspects, in accordance with the with the regulations of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and the guidelines of the British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA)

3 Management 

3.1   
The management of the Club shall be entrusted to a committee (“the Committee”) consisting of the following: 

Chairman 

Vice Chairman

Secretary

Membership Secretary

Treasurer 

Safety Officer

Assigned Event Officers

(“the Officers”), all of whom shall be elected annually at the annual general meeting of the Club

3.2 
The Committee shall have the power to co-opt other Members as and when required to assist in the management of the Club

4.        Membership

4.1 Membership of the Club shall be open to any person having a genuine interest in the sport of microlighting and in furthering the Club's aims and Objects

4.2 Subject to approval by the Committee, a person may become a Member by completing an application form and paying the appropriate subscription to the Membership Secretary or to his nominated deputy. By so doing the new Member is deemed to have contracted with the other Members in the terms of these Rules 

4.3
The Committee shall reserve the right to reject unsuitable applicants 

4.4
The Club consists of the following classes of members:

a. Full Members. Full Membership is open to persons who have qualified for a pilot’s licence or are training to gain one. Full Members have full voting rights

b. Social Members. Social Members need not have a pilot’s licence or be training for one. Social Members have full voting rights 
c. Day Members. Day Members need not have a pilot’s licence or be training for one. Day Members do not have voting rights and may not claim a share in the Club assets upon its dissolution
5
Meetings 
5.1 
The annual general meeting of the Club (“AGM”) shall be held within the first quarter of each calendar year at which a quorum shall be not less than 15% of the paid up Voting Membership. 

5.2 
The business of the AGM shall be: 

a. The minutes of the previous AGM and of any previous extraordinary general meeting 

b. The Chairman's Address.

c. The Secretary's report 

d. The Membership Secretary’s report

e. The Treasurer's report and approval of the accounts

f. The Safety Officer's report

g. The fixing of subscription fees for the coming year

h. The election of the Committee for the ensuing year

i. Motions of which notice has been given

j. Any other business. 

5.3 
The Secretary shall give at least 28 days notice of the AGM to all Voting Members.

5.4   
Motions should be received by the Secretary no later than 30 minutes prior to the meeting. 

5.5 
The Secretary shall give to Voting Members one weeks notice of the agenda. 

5.6 Extraordinary General Meetings. 

Any other general meeting of the Club shall be known as an extraordinary general meeting (“EGM”) and may be called at any time either by the committee or upon receipt of a request signed by at least 60% of Voting Members giving the reasons thereof to the Committee. Within six weeks of the receipt of the request a meeting shall be convened by the Committee on giving 14 days notice to Voting Members. 

5.7 The business of the EGM shall be the business for which it is called and no other 

5.8 The procedure applicable to an AGM shall apply to an EGM at which a quorum shall be 20% Voting Members

5.9 In these Rules the phrase “General Meeting” refers to either an AGM or an EGM

6.       Nominations

6.1 
Nominations for election to the Committee shall be of Voting Members by at least two other such Members and shall be notified in writing to the Secretary no later than 30 minutes prior to the meeting, together with the consent of the nominee. 

6.2 If an election is required between nominees a ballot of Voting Members at the meeting shall be held. The election shall be 

effected by a simple majority of the votes cast. 

7.       Voting

7.1 
Full and Social Members (collectively referred to in these rules as Voting Members) may vote at meetings of the Club and no person shall be entitled to more than one vote. 

7.2 
Any motion which the Committee considers may affect the Objects of the Club shall be submitted to the Voting Members. The motion shall be passed only by a 2-1 majority of votes cast by not less than 60% of the membership who are entitled to vote. The exceptions to this rule are provided for in rules 15, 16 and 17. 

7.3 
Voting shall be by a show of hands (unless a secret ballot is demanded).
8.
Committee 

8.1 
The Committee shall take office immediately after the AGM at which it is elected and shall, unless intermediately dismissed, hold office until the next AGM. 

8.2 
Any decision made by the Committee shall be by majority vote. 

8.3
The Committee may meet as required, or on 7 days notice, given by the Secretary. Four Officers to form a quorum. 

8.4 
The Committee may arrange activities for the Club in accordance with the Objects and to raise funds and defray expenses. The Committee may therefore charge fees for admission or participation and incur such liabilities as deemed proper provided that the Committee does not without prior approval of a General Meeting incur liabilities in excess of the assets of the Club including the reasonably expected income.

8.5 
The Committee shall hold and administer for the general benefit of all Members all funds, property, and equipment contributed by Members for the use of the Club

8.6  
The Committee may: 

a. 
Appoint and dismiss sub-committees and prescribe rules for the conduct thereof, 

b. Co-opt Members for any special purpose provided that such Members shall not be entitled to vote in the  deliberations of the Committee

8.7 
Should a vacancy arise on the Committee during a term of office, the Committee may fill the vacancy from the existing officers or from the voting membership without calling an EGM. 

8.8 The Committee may from time to time make repeal and amend all such regulations (not inconsistent with these 

Rules) as they think expedient for the internal management and well being of the Club. All regulations made by the Committee under this rule shall be published on the Club’s website and shall be deemed binding upon all its Members until repealed by or set aside by a resolution of a General Meeting of the Club. 

8.9 
The Committee may: 

a. Award to any Member such honorarium as it shall deem proper for necessary technical or professional 

services to the Club, which would have otherwise required the employment of an independent 

contractor. 

b. 
May reimburse out of pocket expenses incurred by any Member in the conduct of the affairs of the Club as a result of any direction by the Committee. 

8.10 
The Committee may by a two-thirds majority vote of the membership of the Committee suspend or require the resignation of any Officer or Member of the Committee or Club and failing compliance with any such request within 7 days, the Officer or Member shall be deemed to have resigned. Before requiring such suspension or resignation of any Officer or Member, the Committee shall give the Officer or the Member the opportunity of appearing before the Committee for hearing the reasons for the proposed suspension or request to resign and of addressing the Committee in answer to such reasons. Any Officer or Member so suspended or required to resign shall if she/he so wishes be permitted to address the next following AGM in the same regard, but without prejudice to the decision of the Committee in relation to that Officer or Member’s status until that date

9.          Activities 

9.1 
No activity of the Club shall be undertaken unless it has been authorized by the respective committee which shall appoint for a flying activity a person who shall be called the Event Officer to control and supervise that activity. 

9.2 
To secure safety and discipline of flying events, the Event Officer may suspend for the duration of the event any Member who fails to obey her / his orders as Event Officer. All such suspensions shall be reported to the relevant 

committee at the conclusion of the event.

10.        Subscriptions 

10.1 Subscriptions shall be renewable annually on the first day of April and shall be payable to "Devon & Somerset 

Microlight Club" through the Treasurer or the Membership Secretary. 

10.2 New subscriptions (as opposed to renewals) made after the end of April shall be reduced on a pro rata basis divisible by the number of remaining months in the financial year (1 April – 31 March).

10.3 
Subscriptions for membership shall be decided annually by the Committee subject to review at the 

AGM

10.4 
Any Member who fails to renew his subscription within one month of the due date shall be deemed to have resigned.

10.5 Spouses (whether statutory or common law (or partners under the Civil Partnership Act 2004)) operating the same aircraft shall receive a 50% concession against one of the subscriptions if both partner wish to be Club Members.

11.        Interpretation

The Committee shall determine any question as to the interpretation of these Rules and of any regulations made thereunder and may rule for any occurrence not otherwise catered for in these Rules provided that an appropriate amendment thereto is moved at the next following General Meeting.

12.
Amendments 

Except as provided for in Rule 11 any motion to amend these Rules shall be submitted to a ballot of all Voting Members and shall be passed only by 2-1 majority of votes cast by not less than 60% of the Club who are entitled to vote.

13 Dissolution

13.1
For the dissolution of the Club, an EGM must be called subject to the rules of such a meeting. 

13.2 Due notice having been given of a resolution to disband the Club, the Members at the EGM may, provided that 

the resolution receives a 2-1 majority of those present and voting, disband the organization. 

13.3 Upon dissolution of club, any monies and other Club assets shall be distributed or otherwise dealt with as 

decided at the EGM referred to in clause 13.1

14 
Liability 

14.1 The Club has in place an indemnity policy (“the Insurance”) to cover claims made against the Committee or organizers of Club events. The policy is in keeping with advice from a reputable provider of aviation insurance. 

14.2 A copy of the policy and schedule relating to the Insurance are available to download on the Club’s website and hard copies are available upon reasonable request from the Treasurer

14.3 Every Member shall be deemed to have full notice and knowledge of the terms and conditions of the Insurance

14.4 Members shall ensure that they observe any relevant conditions of the Insurance and shall under no circumstances act so as to render the Insurance invalid or prejudice the Club’s rights under it
14.5 In the event that loss, injury or damage, of whatsoever kind, arises due to an act or omission of a Member of a character that leads to cover being denied by the insurers under the Insurance, the Member agrees to indemnify the  Committee, Officers or other Members of the Club who may suffer any loss or damage as a result of that act or omission. The Committee, Officers or other Members of the Club reserve the right to take legal proceedings against the Member concerned in respect of any loss or damage sustained by them arising from such a denial of cover

14.6 Further, in the event that loss or damage arises either to third parties, or to the property of the Club or of a third party, due to any negligent or intentional act or omission on the part of a Member, as a result of which a claim is made against the Club’s Insurance the Member agrees to indemnify the Club and to cooperate with the insurers in handling the claim. The Committee, Officers or other Members of the Club reserve the right to take legal proceedings against the Member in respect of any applicable policy excesses, and any other uninsured losses sustained by them if the relevant Member’s conduct warrants it

14.7 At Club flying events Members shall ensure that any guests they invite are appropriately briefed as to the risks likely to be encountered on an aerodrome (including where relevant the matters referred to in the Dunkeswell flying standing orders) and shall remain responsible for their own and their guest’s safety during the event
14.8
Members are reminded that at any Club flying events they are responsible at all times for the safe conduct of their individual flight, as pilot in command of their aircraft, in accordance with the Air Navigation Order
14.9
By participating in Club events Members acknowledge that the Committee, Officers and other Members of the Club who organise such events do so voluntarily and that it is this generosity of spirit that enables the Club to function satisfactorily. Accordingly Members agree that the Committee, Officers or other relevant Members of the Club when acting in pursuance of Club duties shall have no responsibility for loss or damage to the property of a Member or for personal injury to Members or their guests whilst at a Club event. This sub-clause shall not however preclude any contractual or tortious or other claims between Members not acting in pursuance of Club duties

15.       Club Assets

All assets contributed to the Club by Members or purchased with Club funds shall be held on trust by the Committee (or in the case of land and buildings by up to four of them) for the beneficial ownership of the entitled Members jointly in equal shares (but without prejudice to the procedure for distribution contained in clause 13.3)

Annexes to Devon & Somerset Microlight Club Constitution.

Annex A: Committee Roles

Chairman

The Chairman shall be the spokesperson for the club and shall further its interests to the best of her / his ability. She / he 

shall address (and provide a brief written report for) the AGM on the affairs of the Club. She / he shall preside at the AGM, Extraordinary General Meeting and meetings of the Committee. 

Vice Chairman

In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman shall preside and in her / his absence, the relevant meeting shall elect one of the voting Members present to preside. 

Secretary 

The Secretary shall keep the minute books of the Club and the Committee. She/he shall summon meetings, prepare agenda, record transactions at meetings, deal with the Club correspondence, maintain in good order and safekeeping all records and documents and books of the Club and present a report to the AGM. She / he may be assisted in her / his work by such person or persons as the Committee may approve. Any notice required in accordance with these rules to be given to voting Members by the Secretary shall be duly given if posted to such Members on or before the commencement of the relevant period of time. 

Membership Secretary 

The Membership Secretary shall keep records of membership and annual subscriptions, and provide a brief report of affairs at the AGM. 

Treasurer 

The Treasurer shall keep proper books of account of all monies received or paid on behalf of and in the name of the Club and keep a record of all investments by the Committee. She / he shall arrange for all such monies and securities to be deposited at a branch of a bank as the Committee may direct to the credit of an account in the name of the Club on which cheques or other orders shall be signed by not less than 2 of the officers. She / he shall be responsible for the calling in and collection of all debts, joining fees and subscriptions from Members and for the due discharge of all liabilities of the Club out of the Club funds as the Committee may direct. She / he shall prepare a statement of income and expenditure and a balance sheet to the 31 March of each year which she / he shall cause to be audited by the Club auditors (when deemed to be necessary) and present to the Committee for submission at the AGM. She / he may be assisted in her / his work by such person or persons as the Committee may approve. 

Event Officers

Event Officers shall be responsible for the planning and execution of assigned / agreed club events.

Safety Officer 

The Safety Officer shall he the advisor on all aspects of Flight Safety. She / he shall have the authority of the Committee to make and enforce rules affecting safety at any time. Such rules shall apply to any persons attending or participating in club activities.

Annex B: 2008-09 Committee Members 
Chairman


Bernard Bader
Vice Chairman


Tom Brearley
Secretary 


Colin Whitford
Membership Secretary 
Colin Bishop
Treasurer 


Mike Hawkins
Safety Officer 


Jim Greenshields

Event Officers


Colin Bishop (Flying Activities)





Pete Bishop  (Flying Activities)





Andy Barron (Flying Activities)

